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Journey into the world of book collecting with the Goldstones-rediscover the joy of reading, laugh,

and fall in love with books all over again.The idea that books had stories associated with them that

had nothing to do with the stories inside them was new to us. We had always valued the history, the

world of ideas contained between the covers of a book or, as in the case of The Night Visitor, some

special personal significance. Now, for the first time, we began to appreciate that there was a history

and a world of ideas embodied by the books themselves. Part travel story, part love story, and part

memoir, Lawrence and Nancy Goldstone's Used and Rare provides a delightful love letter to book

lovers everywhere.
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I came across this little "gem" at my favourite bookstore (under the shelf labelled "Literary

Criticism"), picked it up, started reading the first page... and was immediately hooked! This book is

very like a treasure map... if you love shopping for books (especially classic literature), you'll know

what I mean. I sat down and read the first 30 pages straight, then came back to the store the

following 3 days (during office lunch break) to continue reading (didn't buy the book then because



I've already exceeded my book-expense budget for the month). I've since bought the book and

have loaned it to some friends.This "travel book" is about the "adventures" of a husband-and-wife

team (the Goldstones) who are SUCH book lovers that they scour bookstores far and near

(especially used and rare book stores) to find the books they want... mostly hardcover editions of

famous literature, which then "decorate" the bookshelves in their home. In the process, they meet

really interesting people (especially eccentric bookstore owners with a wealth of knowledge to

share) and gain insight into the fascinating history and story behind a particular

book/author/publication/edition... things that may sound boring on the surface, but this book will

prove to you otherwise because each chapter/"story" is so brilliantly written, filled with humour, wit,

truth and great anecdotes that keep your interest throughout. Many of the "stories" will make you

chuckle out loud. It's a happy book.It's interesting to read how the hunt for a hardcover edition of

"War & Peace" as a birthday present has evolved into a long-term passion in book collecting for the

Goldstones.
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